ORIGINS OF THE MORRIS

WHAT IS MORRIS?

DRESSING UP & PERFORMING IN PUBLIC

ACQUIRED WIDELY BY MANY SEASONAL CUSTOMS

ORIGINS — NOT NECESSARILY ANCIENT

TECHNOLOGY DEPENDENT ELEMENTS

BELLS

SPRING STEEL

RIBBONS

© 1990 R L Dommett



Above and Right: The Deer Dance, part of a hunting
rite, imitates faithfully the movements of the hunted
amimal. Still danced by the Yaquis of Sonora, 1t is one

of the rare examples of practiced imitative magic, here

done by the Ballet Folklorico de Mexico. (Hurok)
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A carving of a horned figure discovered at the Roman fort of Alauna
(Maryport) in Cumbria.
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British Library,

NS Cotton Tiberius C vi, £.30.

Royal Psalmist.



British Library, MS Cotton Vespasian

Cleemen dancing.

A, £.30b.
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e - . . Balancmg on two swords Brmsh lerary MS Royal 10 E iv, £.58.

lome as acrobatic dancer with two swords.
ambridge, Pembroke College MS 120, f.5v.



g David as a 10th century monarch.

enth century artists showed Kin
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Saints and Anocls dancing in Paradise.
Liclian Painting, 15t Centwry.
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16 The traditional labyrinth dance being performed at Ostmarsum, in
the Netherlands, in 1939, The dancers, holding hands, coil inwards

and aoontwarde im o a manner adentical 1ty the (Carnich lahurinthine
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“The Dance for the Ring,” an allegorical etching by

Israhel Van Meckenem, shows a Morris dance to the

tune of flageolet and tambourine. ( Bibliotheque Nationale)









William Kemp dancing on his way from London to Norwich,
accompanied by Thomas Slye, in 1599. Kemp was a fellow member with
Shakespeare of the Lord Chamberlain’s Company, and first acted the
part of Dogoerry, among others. (From Kemp 1600, reprinted 1840.)
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Morris Dancers by the Thames, about 1620. Three morris men, a shemale, and a hobby-horse, dance
in line. The horse is without dummy legs. The dancers’ dress is similar to Kemp’s and the musician resembles

Slye . The Fool wears a motley jacket with bells, much like the one in the Betley window
Probably a bladder hangs from the handle of the ladle. (Detail from The Thames at Richmond, reproduced by
permission from No. 61 in the collection at The Fitzwilliam Museum.)



Morris Dancers
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iypole in the Strand
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PROCESSION OF THE PLOUGH ON PLOUGH MONDAY.
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‘MAD MOLL’ OF HITCHIN

During the 19th century, Hiichin’s May Day celebra-
tions were famous throughout Hertfordshire. From
early morning, parties of strangely dressed townsfolk and
country people paraded the town, singing their ‘Mayers’
Song’ and dancing to the miusic of fiddles, fifes and
clarinets. The procession was led by ‘Mad Moll and her

husband’ — two men with blackened faces, one dressed as a
woman in rags and tatters. Behind them came ‘the Lord
and Lady’ — the ‘Lady’ a youth in a fine dress, the ‘Lord’
carrying a sword, and both of them decked in ribbons.
Dancing and revelry went on all day. The Mayers'
modern counterparts are the Offley Morris Men, who

tour the area in the late spring with their hobby—horse.'

The moated Hitchin Priory, built i1 17701 over the
site of a 14th-century Carmelite house, is reputedly
haunted by the ghost of a Cavalier named Goring, slain
under the eyes of his fiancée by a party of Roundheads at
nearby High Down House. Each year, on June 15, his
headless ghost is said to ride to the site of his hiding place
in the grounds of the priory
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POINTS OF INTEREST. It should be remembered that this fs not & photograph

[

@ WHsdpNO

and may have been subject to mis-interpretation and/or artistic liceance
Musician. It has been su§5ested that he ll{ht be playing a simple oboe or crumhorn.
He may be wearing a milifary-style coat with light-coloured facings and cuffs.
Seems to be playing a fiddle and either stepping or tapping his heel in time.
The two most active dancers have peacock feathers in their hats.
Wearing several bands of ribbons round their sleeves.
The Fool has odd stockings and a two-bladdered whip.

(and possibly 7)) appear to be stepping in a low keyed way.
CouldPth dche bepspllilar to a Cgrswgld ‘corner’ c!alu:e.y

Is he wearing bells?

Could the jar let into the fable cf the porch be a sign that this is an ale-house;
possibly supporling this is the outside seat and the (punch?) glass and spoon on it.
Is the lady in the

|
i

Chartes Calformole-

WORCESHIRE MUMMERS

doorway bringing out a jug of beer for the team. RKS. vif.92.
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ORIGINS OF THE MORRIS

OUTWARD CHARACTERISTICS

COATS — TEE SHIRTS & BUTTON BADGES
LIVERIES> FAVOURS>

KERCHIEFS or NAPKINS & BELLS

A FOOL — \“CZE{IXIQIXCZ'FTZFQES"
CONTENT

STEPS — RENAISSANCE, GALLTIARD

FIGURES

SPANISH = COUNTRY DANCE = PLAYFORD
RESTORATION

MUSIC — FEW TUNES CHOSEN

© 1930 R L Dommett
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SWORD DANCES

Rapper sword

LR RN ]
sess  [Ong sword
LR RN ]

vvyw
Yy May Garland

- Non-progressive
( with handkerchiefs) NAAAAAAA
o Non-progressive AL FOAUNAN
(Derbyshire) ANLDE

SAA

SET DANCES (MORRIS)

L] L ]
Six-Man

LR ]

tess  Six-Man Variable
Eight-Man

++++

t1t!t  Variable Number

HORN DANCES

] Animal Disguise
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The probable extent of the
king’s forest
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The Rbyal Demesne woodland (Wychwood Forest, 1622-1857)

1 mile
J

WALCOTE 3_

/57,
Cranehlll )

Copse Hazelwood/c’opse
Copse

(Shorthampton—

\sheepwalk)
N

'( Knighton Copse

. » v Cockshoot
\.\ (‘Sarsden )// il 7

Whltley Hill
CHILSON /Smalls(ones FRgh Lodge

\

Hazel HnII

'T

LEAFIELD

The March
Potters Hill

- - "
=
ASCOT \ Bunstock adley Copse
e h /k A
Boynal (Ascot) ﬂ s sheepwalk) g—/ \
N Broadquarter

LaLaunde de Prestesgrove . .=
Priest Grove —-—

Shakenhoof Copse
LANGLEY

H hermitage Wastage Green

Wastage
(Nanendge) .
—---— tracks ( Copse /i South Lawnl

—
--=-— boundary of Purlieus, 1857 \f/’x

—— Forest boundary, 1300 and 1857 Roustage Copse

&2 woodlandin 1983

et A Rent FoR&ET



s

DEMESNE FOREST <
o N

county boundary

© parish boundaries

~l—t=

other boundaries

edge of woodland

R. Cherwell

Qmm Yok

T8 e & bassD



v qo v
v ~ J\) V' ®
v "4 o) .
Edgehill; X Cropredy Bridge, Towcester

: Octg1e64‘2 co, s . 6533Lney16449 I,‘ Aag Newport Pagnell

< as? o530 ¢ > 4, .

< ﬁn Banburyuu 44

< pEv) p

e 0 amy .,

s e ‘"
R Y " as 5
‘2}.’0 !‘\'A‘?r‘r"e;g?‘ e - > Buckingham b
053223977 "
5 M Hillesden House v
v
¥
o ROYALIST QUARTERS,
WS WINTER 1642-43
v >
& (9] >
b 4 v >
Cce .

Aylesbury ']
@7 & Boarstall House @4y .
Sh, L]
Q) "Otover Forest g
hd °
v b} .
J ).
House 2 thame? ° et

Begselsleigh

. ¥
Shirjurn C‘é.ﬂle v
2 Wantage Wallingford L v —
A "on‘\ c L Cgc ' gm Y Fillis Court  Maglof
upplie .o.‘....ﬁc, CCCCC
] . ® C
S s Berkshire Downs| = ® Xa
®oe ° °
L4 o090 00, »
o’ .0 ¢ Maidenheag
° ® @ g L «
o e v Windsor
* 00, v .
li s: ° ¢ 3 Donmgg;;)lg Reading
ie
Supp “ b Oct. 16440\ s
th Marlborough——= " Hungerfora = - / > 9. .
mou 4 ne >
s 4 Sept.1643 R. Ken : %,

Abingdon Chal>r%veFieI & *
ML N B NS AN

A5 A>
9 @Bril

9
v

Land over 600 feet

Principal garrisons

Principal garrisons still in Royalist hands in 1646

Fortified houses A
|

Fortified houses still in Royalist hands in 1646 t\'h,‘HL

[ BN

( «
\2@5} AL WU E

CXSLD



‘SRS hiai? z‘?’,‘ﬁ"w _}rwn

'-\'4:\::.//:.» ‘J‘:f ted-re ). (8§26,

ffulr . A '." A

beer (LU 600 o |
(\é/[g WLl Lo U(Z(Z_.Ly /'\‘ LCN\M!



/7

] 70



I

Q/D'D(v;z Rawvis—r 71 o



&.; -
TR




Br7

Shakespeare’s Birthday, April 23rd, 1904&.

“let vs deuise
Some entertainment for them."—ZLoues Labour's lost.

[Programme of

MORRIS DANCERS

As performed at ye Falcon [nn, al Bidford, on
ye XX /st day of January, mdecclxxxv). & nowe lto bee repeated
i1 STRATFORD.VPPON.AVON, under ye patronage of

Ghe Shakespeare (lub of ye said Towne.

Pe Eroupe Eonfift of
Y* Foreman - - Ed. Salsbury.
( Who did daxnce X VII] years ago).

Ve Hyndeman - - Herbert Smith.
(Also an old Morriser).

B¢ mpvdfe men -
Thomas Winket. John Smith. George Hendley.
Alfred Bott. And manie Supernumeraries.

De Mpnotrelle who plays - - -
“ What Minstrelsy and pretty din."—Pericles.

JOHN ROBBINS.

Y« FHobby Horfe - - - - Eli Bennett.
“The Hobbie-horse is but a Colt."—Lowes Labour's lost.
Ve Tom Fool - - - - Edward James.

 What foole is this?"—As yox like it.

(Maifter of p¢ Revels - - - - EDWARD SALSBURY.
1 delight in Maskes and Reuels."—Zwelfe Night, or, What you will.

Ye Morris Dancers enter Performing

«Towne (Morris,” or “Breene Garter.”

They shall then daunce certaine of ye following Figures :

“ Shepherd's ay." “ Young Colin." “Old Woman tossed up
“Billy & Nancy.” “ Devil among y¢ Tailors.” in a Blanket."”

* Princes Royal.” “ Morning Star.” “ Black Joke."

“ Heel & Toe” “ Valentine." “ Molly Oxford.”
 Merry-go-Round.” “Old Trunko.” “ We wont go home till
“In Wooden Shoon.” I “ Saturday Night" Morning."
“Bluf King Hal" * Constant Billy. “ Brighton Camp."

With Interludes between cach Daunce by ye Hobbey Horse & y¢ Tom Foole, y latter

shall also perform cunning daunces, sing songs, & do many curious anticks.

“Qur Reuels now are ended."—The Tempest.

Evwarp Fox, Suak Quixav Pagss, ST A
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THE BRITISH LEGION CARNIVAL. this time two years earlier.
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Figure g
Taddington Morris Dance, Club Feast Day, ¢. 1900
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Upton Morrismen in the mid twenties.
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THE UPTON ON SEVERN MORRIS DANCES.
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Lovmunster

CRADLEY MORRIS DANCE

Cyril Mos

eley, a "Molly Dancer”from Much Wenlock,
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I'tE BROMSBERROW HEATH MORRIS

DANCES.
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Morris men in action during the Aston-on-Clun Arbor Day festivities
in Shropshire, 1980.

At N6 ran e S Mc”’\)::‘uﬂwr L H(xt



COMMONERS MORRIS AT SCARBOROUGH
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ORIGINS OF THE MORRIS

THREADS

ANIMALS

RELIEF FOR DRAMA

THE RECONQUEST

RIGHTS — MOSTLY FOREST

THE GAMES — KING, ROBIN HOOD, MAY

DOVER & MUCH WENLOCK

ALES — CHURCH, REGULAR, OCCASIONAL

KIRTLINGTON LAMB

CLUBS — FRIENDLY SOCIETIES

THE GENTRY

© 1930 R L Dommett
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horse. Oxford,
e118, £.34y.

Taborer and Woman as hobby-
Bodleian Library, MS Douc



The wooden horse
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FIGURE 14. The Tetbury Bull, Gloucestershire, last used in the 1930s.
The bull has belonged to one family for 170 years or more. The horn
span is twenty seven inches and the height forty eight inches. The central
boss is blue, and once had two red ribbons hanging down to the eyes.
The wooden head is covered with whitewashed hide, with the bases of
black bottles for eyes. (Photograph: Taken in 1975 by Hector Paroussi,

by courtesy of R. P. Chidlaw.)




T'he Hoodening party at Saint Nicholas-at-Wade, Kent, in
about 1908, Nollie has a broom and plays the triangle. The other
musicians play melodeon and tambourine, and there are a Jockey and
waggoner. The horse seems to be the one photographed by Maylam at
Sarre m 1906, with the same face picce and characteristic rein. but with a
more elaborate head brass here, with bells.



The Ilmington Tourney Horse, Warwickshire, made in the
twentieth century. Operated here by Sam Bennett.
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s FEIE PROYVENCALE — Promenade de la TARASQUE

. TARASCON — Procession de la Tarasque

Phot. Blunchin, larascon - Reproduction interdite
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Cheerful male “offenders” are carried to the stocks on poles, while Tady
‘miscreants” enjov a more comfortable chair ride: Corby Pole Fawr i 190
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I Henstridee Friendlv Societv members vesembled hefore o parron’s honse with their spherical

agarland of flowers, possibly civea 1918

5> Timberscombe Friendly Society. Floral pole heads held Hy voung ‘walkers' representing

absent members on an annnal feast dav. cirea 1915

STeneES

Pridgetown Iriendly Society in the earlv nincteen-hundreds,

flower 7(:vpprn| ‘w\]l‘<

“walking'.

1
and

assembled,



Westbury-sub-Mendip Friendly Society, 23rd NMay, 1g10

bore: Nembers lined up in the sweet, holding their poles topped with spears and thick
vollen tussels. The two officers in thie foreground hold Larger spears than the ordinary members
ght. wboce: Nssembled members with @ patron and the banner in their midst. the band. and

onren and children

cbcdow s TThe *walk’ passing thie fairground
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THE SOCIETY'S FIRST MORKIS SIDE.

D. N. Kennedy. G S. K. Butterwordth James Paterson Perceval Lucas.

AR

A. C. Wright

G. J. Wilkinson.




PUNCH, OR THE LONDON CHARIVART.—Noveveer 13, 1907.
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MERRIE ENGLAND ONCE MORE!
[In consequence of the great success of the Es
country villages, a Conference is to be held, on

pérance Girls’ Club in promoting the revival of English Folksongs and Morris Dances in
November 14, at the Goupil Gallery for the purpose of furthering this admirable scheme.
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Figure 2
Joe Tratford instructs the Esperance airls at Cros

by Hall, Chelsea.
3 November 1o, with AMark Cox. fiddler: with acknowledgements to
vob Crant and Oxfordshire County Council Library Services

i Ting, T (ALADT e D NS,



ADDRESSING TEAMS AFTER & COMPETITION AT INGATESTONE

PLAYING FOP A DEMONSTRATION AT STRATFORD.ON.AVON. 1919

w

WITH DISCIPLES AT A!'DERURGH AUGUST. 1023

WITH DISCIPLFS AT ALDEBURGH. AUGUST. 1923



